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nternet just over horizon

GDS unveils high-speed wireless solutions at affordable prices for residential use

BEIRUT: Lehanon tus just
came cleser 1o offering broad-
tand senviees, hut ihe digital
gap is sill wide companed 10
neighkening coantries,
GlohalCom [ata Servioes
1GDS), the largest dara opers-
tor in Lebanon, bas umviled
coenpleted penject that womkl
enable Lebanon’s three msjor
Internes  Service  Providers
(1SP5) - Cyberis, Terranet and
1DM -~ toaifer wireless Intermet
solutsons  with  ¢oomection
spocds thar oould reach 512
Kilnbits pee cocond (kbpsy - 12
times the spead of dinl-up
Amd even mow surprisng
that coanection would cast
areund $145, accanding o the
exacutive director of GDS Ma-
Bassen Aum. Howewer, the
cing scheme his not yet
seen fully sgroad e with the
Tekvommunications Ministry.
Pranog the mews conderence,
hokd Thursday ot the Telecom

municalices Ministry, Ajam said
that there wonld be 2o optica of
three  different  coumection
speeds - 128 kbps (three tmes
faster than diabup), 256 khps
(six times faster than dinlup)
and 512 Xbps - and tntis
would start o an affordable $45
# month.

Additinnally, custoeers of
U wireless service wouldn't
hinve to use the telephane line,
thus will not ke charged far the
calling cost. as incared via dial-
up. In onder not to lase telocam-
munication  revenues,  the
Telecommunications  Muzster
ran-Louts Qoodahl certified
the mimistry "has a revenue
sharing sdwme with GDS"

The caly extra cost &curned
om customers woukd be the ane-
time fee Jor the installation of a
microwave dsh, allowing data
receptian. Accordeg toindustry
sturces, this wanlkd constitute an
investment of araund S151,

GDS stated thnt the curent
covere  echades  Greater
Beina, ‘Thipeli, Sidom, Jounich
and Jbeilatd itexpocts fing-year
covenge ko Capacity to extend
ta all magor Lebaswese cties and
reach 20,000 sabsaribers,

|| ‘In'Jordan the same
connection would
cost 25 percent
of the price’

How would GDS peovide
this servive?

I interested, a castomer
would have to contact oee of
the thee 15Ps to verify if his!
hor anea hias coverage. IFit
thess GDS will install the mi.
cromave dish, at the expense of
1he customer. The customes
(uesld then either decide to in.
stall 2 Wi-1 wireless sysiem, or
2 lrome cable connectan, Roch

opcions would direcily be fed
by the microwave dish,

Ajam todd The: [Faily Star an
the adelings of the conflennce
that this peoject - watianed
close cooperation with the Tele-
communications Ministry, Cy-
becia, IDMand Terranet - wded-
wated for residenrial users, Unes
explamarg theaffonlable prices,

ut acconding 10 sources
which wished 10 remsin snony-
monss, the ISP cannet grmren-
tee the speeds which are being
markezad since the price of
bandwidith sstill oo expensive
in Lebanoo. “We are paying
$23.000 for & 2 Megabits per
secand coonection,” sad the
source- “In Jordan, that same
connection wonld oot 25 per-
cent of the peice, Tuwenty-five
percent of the peioe, not 25 per-
cent  chesper,”  the  source
added, “The possibilities of
cannection  boltlenecks  are
rathor high " he said. - TEZ



